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FRIDAY, July 28, 2023            פרשת ואתחנן                    Candle lighting 8:00 pm

Dear Parents & Friends,

This is the time of year when we begin to reflect on the spiritual condition of Klal Yisroel and on our own 

personal spirituality. It begins with the Three Weeks, escalates during the Nine Days and Tisha B’Av, 

intensifies during Elul, and crescendos with the Yomim Noraim. We read seforim relevant to self-growth, and 

we listen to the words of our Gedolim urging us and inspiring us to connect to Hashem and to realize that 

מלבדו עוד אין . 

“There is nothing but Him (Hashem) alone.”

This past week I came across an inspirational piece in the Torah Anytime Newsletter that I must share with 

you. This article was written by Rabbi Yosef Palacci and I hope his message will enter your hearts as it did 

mine.

He does not refer to the wisdom of a Gadol or great Rav. No, the message originated from a historical 

archive having to do with Napoleon. The lesson is actually rooted in a cigar!

Napoleon instructed one of his top officers to conquer a specific regime. He also wanted the officer to have 

his troops conquer the adjacent land as well. His general was quite dubious and replied, ”But my dear King, 

the region is so far out. It will take our army great effort and many resources to travel there. Napoleon was 

able to mitigate his fears by stating that the region had the finest of tobacco leaves which make excellent 

cigars.

The General realized that this was a perfect enticement to rally the troops to overtake the entire region as 

instructed by Napoleon.

The soldiers’ efforts were a success. After an extensive time of implementing war strategies and subduing 

the opposition, the region was conquered. Ecstatic, the General prepared a cigar made of the fine tobacco 

of the land they had just overtaken. A meeting to hand the cigar to Napoleon was arranged for the next day.

A large entourage approached Napoleon, and the General said, “My Dear King, I hereby present to you a 

gift from our newly conquered region.” He placed the cigar in Napoleon’s mouth, struck a match, and was 

about to light it.

Napoleon immediately removed the cigar from his mouth, and in front of everyone cracked the cigar in half. 

The General was nonplussed. “What is the King doing?!” he exclaimed. Napoleon then answered, 

“Napoleon controls the cigar. The cigar does not control Napoleon!”

There is an intrinsic lesson in this story which needs to be taken to heart by all of us. We go through life 

making decisions believing that we are in control. We decide if we want to do something believing that we 

can manipulate the outcome. Tisha B’Av, Elul, and truly every day, should be reminders to us that we follow 

the Torah as the blueprint for our lives. We do the best we can and leave the rest up to Hashem.

May the efforts we exert in our avodas Hashem yield the fruits of a Geulah Sheleima!

Good Shabbos,

Mrs. Katz
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Mazel Tov! !מזל טוב   

To: Mrs . Danielle Dudzic-Hansell 
(Director of Finance) 

on the birth of her daughter 
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Politz Hebrew Academy

Back by Popular Demand

“Reading Under the Stars”

At the home of Mrs. Katz

1728 Solly Avenue

Wednesdays from 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm

July 19th

August 2nd 

August 9th

You will also have an opportunity to play in the “ball pit”

    ● ● ●

“Summer Reading Challenge”

Read a book and get paid!

Learn more about our 

Summer reading challenge below!

Looking forward to staying connected!
Mrs. Katz
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